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Joelle Eid | cannot believe they hit two of my favorite places in the same
week. Out of words.

Like - Reply - 1 - about an hour ago

Clémence Shekamoo | know : our two homes within two days,
" feeling a bit desperate

Like - Reply - about an hour ago

On my first day in London, at my LSE student hall in east London, | met Clémence. The second she knew | was
Lebanese, her face lit up with excitement and she reminded me why home was so special. She had just come back
from a four-month internship in Beirut and she had fallen in love with it. Life since then has been quite hectic and so
| haven’t seen her since. Like most beautiful and random encounters however, they tend to end up on Facebook.

On Thursday, in response to the twin explosions that hit a crowded neighborhood in Beirut, she wrote me. She could
not believe this was happening, yet again. This morning, after a sleepless night of reading the news, | woke up and
wrote her. All | could say was: “come up for a venting session, over a cup of tea.”

One week.

An alien (assuming they are out there) listening to “Earth” would think: “This planet has gone absolutely mad.” On
Earth, my classmates, away from loved ones in Paris and Beirut, hit social media.

Poliana, a Lebanese whose built-in system is now wrongfully used to the piles of sad news, wrote:

Poliana Geha
November 12 at 9:34pm - &

#Beirut's fragile stability is shaken yet again. Deadliest attack in years. It takes
a certain cowardly and criminal mind to target a heavily congested civilian
neighborhood to deliver a message by killing more than 40 people and injuring
200 others including men, women and children outside mosques, markets,
bakeries and local shops. How much longer before #Lebanon unites against
sectarian strife?

Ndeye’s post, was heartbreaking:

1/4


http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/polis/2015/11/14/tonight-we-mourn/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/polis/files/2015/11/pic1.png
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/polis/files/2015/11/Pic21.png
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/polis/files/2015/11/pic4.png

Ndeye Diarra
15 hrs - London - Edited - A
3 friends. One night.

LSE’s post, equally painful:

We have learned of some very sad news
from our LSE alumni community, following
the attacks in Paris.

Valentin Ribet, a graduate of the LLM in

International Business Law (2014) who had
been working in Paris, has passed away.
Our hearts are filled with sadness at this

news.

The London School of Economics and Political Science - LSE
2hrs - &

Everyone | know in Paris and Beirut is safe and so the pain is more tolerable. To the families of the victims in both
enchanting cities and the people who knew and loved them, it is immeasurable.

| wish the victims in Beirut were getting half of the coverage others targeted by the same but that is not the time or
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the place for this. What we need to do is very clear and what we don’t need to start doing is even clearer.

Clémence knows where to start:
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and if | get to the interview, | now
they'll ask me "and what about
security ?"

and | know what l'll say : "if we
stop doing our job because of
security, especially if let go of
culture because of this, they they
win"

The truth is, there is so much to say. | have mountains of anger, sadness and dismay enough to fill a novel. But
today is not about that. Today is about the right to mourn.

If you’re thinking about the victims of the Paris attacks, the Beirut ones, Egypt, CAR, Burundi, Iraq, Yemen or Syria.
It doesn’t matter. Grieve. Better yet, grieve for humanity in bulk.

Tomorrow we will need to wake up and think. Why one radical group the size of ISIS is allowed to spread so much
hatred against an entire planet. We need to question why a bomb which hit a funeral in Baghdad three days ago did
not deserve our Facebook attention or why the refugee camp in Calais was burned down in retaliation to the Paris
attack. We will need to move beyond our Facebook pages and demand a better Humanity. For the sake of the
innocent people who have left us and the millions still at risk. We have to and we will.

Until then, we mourn.

Joelle Eid is a MSc Media and Communications student at LSE. Prior to that, she acted as spokesperson
for the World food Programme and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Lebanon and
Jordan, covering the Syria crisis. Follow her on Twitter @joelleeid & Instagram @joweid
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